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To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of 

Homcastle  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1961. 

1561  was  a prosperous  year  for  Homcastle  in  the  health  Sense.  The 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  lav/  and  the  birth  rate  - which  is  a 
sensitive  index  of  the  sense  of  well-being  and  security  of  the  parents  - 
was  the  highest  recorded  in  the  past  twelve  yeans.  At  the  other  end  of  the 
scale,  the  number  of  deaths  increased  from  the  incredibly  low  figure  of  the 
past  four  years.  This  cannot  be  regarded  with  any  dismay,  for  the  mean  age 
at  death  and  the  numbers  and  causes  of  deaths  at  ages  below  65  years  show 
that  few  Horncastrians  fail  to  reach  at  least  the  normal  span  of  life,  which 
remains  as  from  biblical  times,  three  score  years  and  ten. 

Nevertheless,  with  a respectable  surplus  of  births  over  deaths,  year 
after  year,  there  is  cause  for  concern  over  the  failure  of  the  population 
to  grow.  This  is  probably  still  part  of  the  industrial  revolution,  not 
yet  complete,  for  the  drift  from  the  land  continues  and  with  it  the  demand 
for  goods  and  services.  The  effect  has  been  most  felt  in  the  smaller 
villages,  especially  those  of  the  wolds,  but  inevitably  the  effect  will  be 
felt  in  the  town  too.  Only  the  successor  to  the  village  smith  will  still 
feel  the  benefit  of  increased  machanization  on  the  farms.  Attempts  have 
been  made  to  reverse  the  trends  of  industrialization  by  establishing  new 
industries  in  country  towns.  This  is  of  great  benefit  whenever  a sufficient 
diversity  of  trades  can  be  employed  so  that  a passing  trade  recession  in  one 
industry  does  not  preclude  the  majority  from  finding  local  alternative  work. 

We  do,  however,  live  close  enough  to  the  magnet  of  Lincoln  for  many  younger 
workers,  especially  to  be  drawn  to  work  end  ultimately  to  settle  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city.  No  doubt  Lincoln  itself  feels  the  pull  of  other 
major  centres.  In  an  age  of  declining  money  values,  the  demand  for  higher 
wages,  which  starts  about  the  age  of  5,  and  is  conditioned  by  all  about 
us,  is  likely  to  be  of  much  greater  influence  in  the  distribution  of 
population  than  any  level  of  Town  and  Country  planning. 

It  is  seldom  realized  in  the  scramble  for  what  the  advertisements  tell 
us  are  the  good  things  of  life,  that  many  of  the  fundamentals  of  health 
and  happiness  are  being  lost.  Regular  exercise  in  pleasant  surroundings 
is  progressively  harder  to  come  by,  especially  in  the  medium-sized  town  which, 
like  Topsy,  just  growed.  The  habits  of  using  bus  or  car,  even  when  it  is 
quicker  to  walk,  is  deeply  ingrained  in  London  and  other  big  cities,  but  do 
we  realize  the  proportion  of  our  working  population  in  the  country  to 
whom  a personal  vehicle  is  the  only  route  to  work  and  for  whom  relaxing 
exercise  is  something  to  be  consciously  sought.  Consequently,  the  effort 
being  made  by  Homcastle  to  provide  public  facilities  for  outdoor  exercise 
must  be  applauded. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  it  has  been  possible  for  the  County  Medical 
Officer  to  provide  and  analysis  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination  by  districts. 

This  shows  that  rather  under  5QA  of  Homcastle  people  had  received  two  or 
more  injections  by  the  end  of  1961. 
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Little  effort  has,  of  course,  been  made  to  encourage  the  over  forties 
to  be  vaccinated,  although  it  may  be  done  on  request  by  family  doctors. 
Assuming  a roughly  equal  population  above  and  below  the  age  of  forty,  we 
are  still  left  far  below  the  9QA  vaccination  achieved  by  some  other 
places.  This  too  may  be  pertly  blamed  on  the  need  to  leave  the  town  to 
find  employment,  partly  on  lack  of  parentieJL  guidance  upon  the  over  18* s. 
Also,  unlike  many  places,  we  have  not  yet  had  a severe  outbreak  to  prove 
that  "it  can  happen  here.,” 


\ ! A j j/VA' 

I'  j 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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STATISTICAL  SECTION 


AREA  OP  URBAN  DISTRICT  : 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL'S  ESTIMATE  OP  MID-YEAR 
POPULATION  : 

DENSITY  OP  POPULATION  PER  ACRE  : 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  PENNY  RATE  : 

RATEABLE  VALUE  OP  URBAN  DISTRICT  : 

NUMBER  OP  INHABITED  HOUSES  : 

MOVEABLE  DYffilLlNGS  LICENCED  UNDER  CARAVAN  SITES 
AND  CONTROL  OP  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  I960  : 


1421  acres 

3760 

2.65 

£163.  11.  Id. 
£40,515. 

1301 

66 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

1959. 

I960. 

1961, 

Male 

34 

33 

40 

Female 

29 

u 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000  population 

£ 

60 

15.4 

Standardized  birth  rate  per  1000  population 
Illegitimate  Live  births  per  cent  of 
total  live  births 

18.7 

1.5$ 

Still  Births 

1959. 

I960. 

1961, 

Male 

2 

1 

1 

Female 

1 

1 

1 

Jl 

Number  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 
Infant  Deaths  (i.e,  under  1 year  of  age) 


30.8 

Nil 


Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  total  live  births  Nil 

Legitimate  Inf; art  Deaths  per  1000  Legitimate 

total  live  births  Nil 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  Illegitimate 
total  live  births 
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Nil 


Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 
1000  total  live  births) 

Nil 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week 
per  1000  total  live  births) 

Nil 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  1 week  per  1000  live  and  still  births) 

30.8 

Maternal  Mortality 

Number  of  Deaths 

Nil 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

Nil 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  of  Deaths 

19 

22  *' 

u 

Crude  death  rate  per  1000 
estimated  population 

10.8 

Standardized  death  rate  per 

1000  estimated  population 

9.6 

Death  rate  England  and  Wales 

per  1000  estimated  population 

12.0 
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Causes  of 

Death  as  shewn,  in  the  Registrar 

General1 s 

Short  List 

kTli'lOX*  'i 

List  No* 

Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

i. 

Tuber ■ miosis Respiratory 

0 

0 

0 

2« 

lube'  *: miosis other 

0 

0 

0 

3, 

Syphilitic  Disease 

0 

0 

0 

4. 

Di.ohL’heria 

0 

0 

0 

5o 

Wx( '-cp  lag  Con g} ' 

0 

0 

0 

6. 

Mendr gcooccd 1 . Infection 

0 

0 

0 

7. 

Acut ..  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

8. 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

0 

0 

0 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

0 

1 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  1 

0 

1 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

0 

0 

0 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  Malignant-  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

0 

3 

3 

15. 

Leukaemia  =,  alaukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

16. 

Dia.be  tes 

0 

0 

0 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

5 

6 

11 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

4 

2 

6 

19. 

Hypertension  adth  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

2 

3 

5 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

0 

1 

22. 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

23. 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

24. 

Bronch  It  is 

1 

0 

1 

25. 

Other  disease  of  respiratory 

26, 

system 

1 

0 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 

0 

0 

27. 

G-astritis,  enteritis  and 

di  urrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

0 

0 

0 

29. 

Hyperp'Jasis  of  Prostate 

0 

0 

0 

30. 

Pregnancy,  cnildbirth  and 

abortion 

0 

0 

0 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

0 

0 

0 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined 

diseases 

0 

6 

6 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

0 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

0 

0 

0 

35. 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

12s~ 

0 

-t 

CM 

43. 
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Causes  of  Death  at  ages  below  65  years 


Preventable  Motor  Accident  1 
Surgical  Haemorrhage  1 
Cancer  of  colon  1 
Cancer  of  cervix  1 
Ifypertension  1 
Cerebral  embolism  1 


Maternal  Mortality 

Nil 

Infectious  Diseases 

1961. 

34 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 N.P. 

0 

2 

There  were  no  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
during  1961. 

Preventive  Measures 

The  campaign  of  earlier  years  has  been  continued  with  only  slight 
modification.  Since  whooping  cough  during  the  school  years  is  usually  mild 
if  indeed  recognised  amidst  the  masses  of  catarrhal  coughs,  and  since  older 
children  usually  have  some  stiffness  following  the  use  of  whooping  cough 
vaccine,  its  use  e.s  a 5 year  old  booster  has  been  discontinued  in  school. 

The  most  usual  requirements  of  5 year  olds  are  met  by  a single  dose 
of  combined  diphtheria  and  tetanus  toxoids  followed  by  two  further  doses 
of  tetanus  toxoid,  since  few  children  of  school  age  have  been  protected 
against  this  latter  disease  in  infancy.  Those  who  have , in  fact,  received 
three  properly  spaced  doses  of  triple  vaccine  as  infants,  require  only  a 
single  diphtheria  and  tetanus  booster  at  5+  and  another  at  9+,  with 
continuing  boosters  at  similar  intervais  if  risk  is  probable. 

Tuberculosis  skin-testing  shows  a proportion  of  Yffo  of  children 
infected  before  the  age  of  13,  pointing  to  a continued  presence  in  the 
community  of  unrecognised  infections  human  cases.  Tuberculosis  in  cattle  and 
pigs  has  been  virtually  wiped  out  and  infectious  humans  are  the  remaining 
danger  to  children  and  livestock. 


I960. 


Measles  93 
"Whooping  Cough  0 
Dysentery  0 
Salmonella  infection  0 
Pneumonia  (primary)  0 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Scarletina.  3 
Tuberculosis  1 
Poliomyelitis  0 
Pneumonia,  (influenzal)  5 


2 

2 

2 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

0 
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In  seeking  out  sources  of  infection,  the  big  scale  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  of  Sheffield  E.II.3.  ore  insufficiently  mobile  to  deed,  effectively  with  an 

apathetic  and  scattered  public.  Smaller  units  have  been  designed  and 
demons trat ed  in  Devon  and  Cornwall. 

Smallpox  Vaccination  has  for  years  been  my  cry  in  the  wilderness  but 
only  at  the  time  of  writing  has  there  been  any  signs  of  public  demand,  following 
the  outbreak  at  Bradford  and  subsequent  demand  for  international  vaccination 
certificates  even  for  journeys  to  the  Channel  Isles.  There  has  been  some  panic 
demand  for  vaccination  of  people  of  a.ll  ages  who  have  no  conceivable  chance 
of  being  at  risk  to  smallpox  infection.  It  has  gone  against  the  grain  to 
advise  against  vaccination  alter  years  of  pleading  for  it,  but  the  public 
should  be  aware  that  there  is  a certain  risk  in  being  vaccinated  for  the 
first  time. 

Revacoin -acton  As  usually  quite  trivial  in  its  effects,  and  can  be 
repeated  with  impu  rity  , Lo  the  point  when  the  only  reaction  is  a trivial 
itching  and  pintau. of  the  site.  If  however,  very  many  years  have  elapsed 
since  primary  vaccination,  a blister,  with  some  tenderness  under  the  arm  may 
be  expected. 


It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  World  Incidence  of 
Smallpox  has  been  reduced  by  appropriate  use  of  vaccination,  from  sane 
half  million  per  year,  to  less  than  a tenth  of  that  figure,  and  its  further 
decline  does  demand  efficient  vaccination  of  all  travellers  between  endcnlc 
and  non-endemic  areas.  The  present  tightening  up  of  travel  regulations  are 
thus  not, in  any  sense,  a panic  measure , but  an  opportune  action,  taken  when 
public  reluctance  has  been  momentarily  overcome.  Few  will  forgo  their 
continental  holiday  for  fear*  of  the  effects  of  vaccination. 


Table  of  Immunizations  and  Births  in  previous  years. 
bSo  "1952  1955  1954~1955  1956'  1957  1956  1959  I960  19^1 


There  ha.s  been  a tendency  for  a triple  immunization  to  be  practiced 
later  than  formerly  - a practice  also  evident  at  Woodhall  Spa  and  in  the  Rural 
District.  From  this,  one  may  infer  that  schedule  Q of  immunization  is  the  one 
chosen  by  the  majority  of  practitioners. 
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Poliomyelitis  Had  2 injections 

Vaccinations  from  " 3 " 

start  of  scheme  " 4-  !l 

to  Dec,  1961, 

Protection  and  Control  of  Foodstuffs 

The  policy  of  quiet  persuasion  has,  over  the  years  very  largely 
achieved  the  purposes  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  There  was  a substantial 
decline  in  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food  during  the  year,  and 
neither  cows  nor  horses  figure  at  all  in  the  total. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  showed  a further  fa.ll  and  in  ten  years 
the  rate  in  beasts  has  dropped  to  a fortieth  part  of  the  1951  figure  and  in 
pigs  which  rea.cb.ed  a high  peak  in  1953  it  has  declined  to  a twelfth. 

For  reference  I include  figures  extracted  from  my  annual  report  for 
1951 y when  it  will  be  seen  that  almost  as  many  cows  as  beasts  were 
slaughtered,  together  with  four  times  the  number  of  calves,  twice  the 
number  of  sheep  and  lambs  but  only  half  the  number  of  pigs.  Then  hfffo  of 
beasts,  35£o  of  cows,  10 fo  of  calves,  7,5/'o  of  sheep  and  lambs  and  2 G.jfo  of 
pigs  showed  some  evidence  of  disea.se  when,  slaughtered,  apart  from 
tuberculosis.  The  comparable  figures  for  the  two  years  a deca.de  apart  are 
given  in  the  P.H.I.’s  report  appended.  It  is  pre.ctically  certain  tha.t 
the  dramatic  decline  in  tuberculosis  has  been  the  result  of  the  eradication 
campaign  amongst  cattle.  Pigs  have  not  been  subjected  to  the  same  care 
and  the  decline  in  their  case  may  well  be  secondary  to  a genera.1  rise  in 
their  standard  of  living,  with  fewer  fed  on  "swill”  which  may  or  may  not 
be  effectively  boiled,  or  provide  a.  healthy  diet. 

Other  foodstuffs  have  been  the  cause  of  little  concern  to  my 
department  during  the  year,  and  the  amount  condemned  is  quite  infinitismal, 

I am  concerned,  however,  with  the  potential  risk  to  health  of  the 
increased  rat  and  mouse  population,  primarily  in  the  countryside  but 
noticeably  increased  in  the  town.  It  is  as  well  to  remind  householders 
that  the  Council  maintain  a free  service  to  destroy  these  vermin.  The 
crowded  and  ancient  na.ture  of  the  centre  of  Horncastle  does  provide  ample 
cover  for  vermin,  whose  presence  may  be  little  suspected  until  a systematic 
search  is  ma.de. 

The  Substance,  Nature  and  Quality  of  foodstuffs  and  their  correct 
weight  or  measure  are,  of  course,  the  province  of  the  County  Council,  and 
the  recent  account  of  their  auctions  in  a large  number  of  short  weight  cases 
may  result  in  the  more  conscientious  traders  having  their  scales  re -checked 
and  check  weighing  their  prepacked  goods. 

The  increased  use  of  pro -packing  is  excellent  if  rather  less  Romantic 
than  the  tubs  of  butter  on  slabs  but,  in  the  case  of  foods  subject  to 
evaporation,  many  packages  are  hygienically  good,  but  capable  of  allowing 
a pack  to  lose  moisture  and  become  illege.1.  The  wholesalers  practice  of 
numbering  ba.tcb.es  and  advising  the  sale  of  the  earlier  batches  first  is 
obviously  in  everybody’s  interest. 


Age  0 - JL5  15  ~ 25  25  - 4Q  others . 

Ill  ” 26“”  81  - 

634.  261  200  31 

271  - 
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A new  type  of  foodstuff  lias  been  apparent  in  Homcastle  during  the 
year  - accelerated-freeze -dried  material,  ranging  from  simple  pa.ckets  of  peas 
to  pre-cookcd  meals.  These  supplement  the  range  of  frozen  foods  and  serve 
a similar  function  but  avoid  the  need  for  deep  freeze  storage.  This  solves 
a processors  problem,  for  whilst  grea.t  care  is  taken  to  prevent  any  loss  of 
quality  during  processing,  in  the  cane  of  frozen  foods,  rapid  deterioration 
follows  any  subsequent  mis  -handling , such  as  a.ccidenta.1  thawing  and  re- 
freezing. 

Milk  supplies  in  the  town  have  not  provided  any  cause  for  complaint 
other  than  the  use  of  bottles  with  a variety  of  names  on  them,  other  than  the 
vendor  of  the  milk. 


Incidence  of  condemnation  of  part  or  whole 


animal 

on  a-ccount 

Of 

Tuberculosis 

Boasts 

1951 

• • 

• 0 

* 5 

• 3 O • 

9 9 

9 9 

• • 

23.4 

6.4 

1952 

• • 

• 9 

O © 

ea  • • 

9 9 

9 9 

• 9 

20.3 

7.0 

1953 

e 0 

9 G 

'?  O 

• ■.  0 • 

9 9 

9 • 

9 9 

13.02 

12.14 

1954 

• • 

• 0 

9 9 

• e 0 • 

9 9 

• 9 

9 9 

14.8 

10.8 

1955 

• • 

O • 

9 O 

0 9 9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

11.8 

8.7 

1956 

• 0 

• 9 

• « 

t 9 9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

• 9 

9.4 

5.3 

1957 

» 0 

• • 

c 0 

9 9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

4*  6 

4.1 

1958 

• • 

fi  e 

O O 

0 © • 9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

2.9 

2.4 

1959 

• • 

c • 

© G 

9 > 9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 m 

1.63 

2.4 

i960 

• • 

• • 

a c 

O 0 9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

1.7 

2.7 

1961 

• • 

0 • 

• • 

9 9 9 0 

9 9 

9 9 

• • 

0.56 

1.07 

Fish.  Fruit  and  Vegetable s 

These  were  not  the  cause  of  any  difficulty  during  the  year. 

Public  Swimming  Bath 

This  is  being  developed  as  finances  permit.  The  present  system 
is  to  fill  with  chlorinated  river  water,  and  to  continuously  chlorinate  and 
circulate  the  water.  This  maintained  a regular  residuum  of  free  chlorine 
throughout  the  pool  but  the  absence  of  a.  filter  results  in  a lack  of  clarity 
of  the  water.  The  frequency  of  changing  water  depends  upon  the  usage  and  the 
amount  of  sunshine- 

Only  one  sample  was  reported  upon  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
the  report  being  satisfactory.  During  the  coming  season  it  is  hoped  to 
sample  bacteriologically  at  much  more  regular  intervals  and  the  provision 
and  filtration  apparatus  is  envisaged. 
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Hater  Supply 

Discussions  took  place  throughout  the  year  regarding  the  formation 
of  a water  board  which  would  include  the  Urban  District,  It  appears  that 
the  issues  are  principally  financial,  and  tha.t  a Board  is  favoured  by  those 
authorities  who  may  shed  a.  loan  debt  and  opposed  by  those  who  would  have 
to  pay  the  loan  charges  of  others.  Collaboration  between  water  engineers 
has  been  good  without  the  need  for  a.  board,  and  facilities  a.lready  exist 
for  mutual  use  of  water  sources. 

No  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  supply  system  to  Iiomc a.s tie  during 
the  year  and  regular  sampling  has  invariably  produced  satisfactory  results. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposed. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  larger  sewers  of  the  town  ■■were  scraped 
during  the  year  to  free  them  of  detritus  and  an  estimated  150  tons  were 
removed.  Whilst  this  has  undoubtedly  assisted  the  remove.!  of  sewage  from 
the  town,  it  in  no  way  eases  the  remaining  problem  of  disposing  of  the 
sewage.  That  problem  remains  as  ste.ted  last  year. 

During  the  year,  and  continuing  into  19^2,  sampling  of  effluent  was 
carried  out  by  the  Council,  to  supplement  that  of  the  Rivers  Board. 

Under  the  Rivers,  Prevention  of  Pollution  Act,  the  Council  will 
ultimately  ha.ve  to  put  their  effluent  into  an  acceptable  sta.te  in  order 
to  make  successful  applica.tion  to  the  Rivers  Board  for  continuance  of  the 
discharge.  The  cost  will  be  a,  serious,  if  not  crippling  burden  on  the  rates 
and  yet  the  Government  which,  quite  properly,  seeks  to  improve  the  state 
of  the  rivers,  is  unwilling  to  assist  an  authority  which  lias  done  aill  its 
finances  allow  and  would  do  a.  grca.t  dead,  more  if  it  were  financiedly  possible. 

Housing 

At  the  time  of  writing,  rapid  progress  was  being  made  both  on  the 
South  Street  and  the  New  Inn  sites.  Meanwhile  the  number  of  applicants 
for  tenancy  greatly  exceeds  the  accommoda.tion  and  it  is  evident  tha.t 
further  schemes  must  be  envisaged. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

The  only  such  house  was  closed  some  years  a.go  and  has  been  converted 
into  a very  pleasant  private  dwelling. 


Chiropody  Service 


Although  not  a Health  Authority,  Hornca.stle  has  for  several  years  run 
a free  chiropody  service  for  the  elderly.  It  is  financed  from  local 
charities  and  donautions  and  during  last  year  provided  over*  300  treatments. 

Cleon  Air 

The  importance  of  this  subject  is  being  steadily  borne  home  to  a.ll  of 
us.  Horncastle  lies  in  wha.t , far  Lincolnshire , is  a substantial  valley  and, 
in  quiet  evenings,  a pe.ll  of  smoke  hangs  over  the  town  and  drifts  slowly 
down  the  valley. 


- 11  - 


'That  this  costs  is  shown  in  the  drabness  and  sneariness  of  all  but 
the  newest  buildings,  discoloured  paintwork,  as  well  as  by  the  number  of 
sufferers  from  bronchitis  and  other  lung  diseases. 

Apart  from  the  question  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  open  air,  there 
exist  many  micro-climates  in  schools,  homes  and  pubs  etc.,  where  conditions 
are  far  worse  than  outside,  rund  those  controlling  them  might  do  well  to 
consider  schemes  for  cleaning  up  the  air  for  their  "customers". 

It  may  be  argued  by  hea.vy  smokers  that  they  have  a right  to  live 
and  die  the  way  they  wish,  to  a.  degree  I would  agree,  so  long  an  the  right 
of  others  is  respected  and  smoking  is  restricted  to  private  pla.ces  where 
the  smoker  endangers  only  himself  and  his  family.  Even  then,  with  so 
much  involvement  of  national  finance  in  the  care  of  the  sick,  it  seems  only 
a natter  of  time  before  military  lav;  by  'which  it  is  an  offence  to  wilfully 
render  oneself  unfit  for  duty,  is  re-ena.cted  to  apply  to  the  civil  population 
- a law  of  this  m were  would  of  course  hit  not  only  at  smoking,  but  drink, 
drugs,  food  and  other  letharsy  when  taken  in  excess. 

Nations.1  Assistance  Act  > 1948,  Section^? 

Again  no  occa.sion  arose  to  involve  this  section. 

Tuberculosis 

Eo  new  ca.se  s was  notified  during  the  year  and  there  was  no  deaths 
attributed  to  this  disease. 

Despite  the  intensive  clean  up  of  farm  animats,  no  such  dramatic 
decline  has  occurred  in  roan.  Clinically  recognisable  tuberculosis  in  man 
is  frequently  the  expression  of  the  breakdown  of  the  system  under  excessive 
stress,  whilst  an  hitherto  in  apparent  infection  remained  unhealed. 
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REPORT  OP  wORK  DONS  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IH3FECT0R 

during  the  year 


HOUSING 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  Nil 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil 

v3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  9 

(4)  Number  allocated  for  replacing  houses  subject  to 

Demolition  Orders  Nil 


Inspection  of  drolling' -houses  during  the  year 
(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  drolling -houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  92 

O)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  121 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  a.ction  by  the  local 

authority  or  their  officers  62 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(1)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Hea.lth  Acts 

(2)  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(3)  Slum  Clearance  - proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(individual  unfit  houses  only) 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses,  or  parts, .subject 
to  Closing  Orders 

(4)  Nissen  huts  or  other  similar  hutments 

(5)  Estimated  number  of  dwellings,  excluding  those  under 
paragraph  (4)  above , remaining  to  be  deait  with  under 

(a)  The  Housing  Act,  1957,  Sections  l6  and  18 


(b)  The  Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  42 


None 

None 


None 


None 

21 

None 


On  paper  2Q7. 

An  up  to  date 
inspection  has 
been  started  but 
is  not  yet 
complete. 

None 


HOUSING  ACTS  - OVERCROPPING 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(c)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 
the  year 

( d)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(e)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 


1 

4 

Not  known 
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HOUSING  .ACTS  1949  - 59 

Number  of  dwellings  for  which  applications  for  grants  have  "been 
. received 

fa)  Standard  Grant  18 

(b)  Dis ere t ionary  Grant  3 

Number  of  dwellings  subject  to  grant 

fa)  Standard  Grant  18 

(b)  Discretionary  Grant  2 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  local  authority  which 
have  been  the  subject  of  grant  a.id  by  the 

Ministry  0 

MOVEABLE  DAELLENGS , TENTS,  VANS,  ETC. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960 
Number  of  site  licences  9 

Total  number  of  caravans  permitted  under  such  licences  66 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year  - sites  20 

- caravans  2 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  3 

Number  of  caravans  thereon  0 

Number  of  sites  exempt  from  licence  0 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Number  of  site  licences  0 

Number  of  individual  licences  0 

Total  number  of  moveable  dwellings  permitted 

under  above  licences  0 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year  - sites  0 

- dwellings  0 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  0 

Number  of  sites  exempt  from  licence  0 

Number  of  moveable  dwellings  thereon  0 

POOD  PREMISES 
BAKEHOUSES 

Number  in  district  6 

Number  of  inspections  8 

Number  of  contraventions  1 

Defects  remedied  1 

ICE  CREAM 

Number  of  manufacturers  on  register  0 

Number  of  premises  licensed  for  sale  of  ice  cream  19 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  made  34 

Number  of  contraventions  found  1 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  1 

Number  of  samples  taken  0 

MEAT  PRODUCTS 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacturers 

of  meat  products  9 

Number  of  inspections  made  9 

Number  of  contraventions  found  0 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  0 
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OTHER  POOD  PREMISES 

Number  of  inspections  34 

Number  of  contraventions  found  3 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  3 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Number  licensed  - Private  (individual)  2 

- Abbattoir  Tjrpe  0 


UNSOUND  POOD  - CARCASES  ill D OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WOLE 

OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

538 

Nil 

77 

1,765.. 

1,297 

Number  inspected 

533 

Nil 

77 

1,765 

1.297 

All  diseo.se s except  T.B. 
and  Cysticeri 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Crnco.se s of  which  some 
part  or  orgon  was  cond. 
Percentage  of  above 
inspected 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

. 3 

Nil 

58 

Nil 

3 

. . . 47 

51 

10.8 

Nil 

5.2 

2.83 

3.9 

T.B.  only. Whole  carcases 

condemned 

Part  above  condemned 
Percentage  of  above 
inspected 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

-.3..  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

14 

0.56 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.07 

Carcases  with 

Cysticerosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

OTHER  POODS  CONDEMNED 

5 cons  tinned  meat. 

23  dozen  pa.ckets  biscuits  creams. 

Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Pood  - Buried  at  Tip. 
Meat  - Collected  for  Iwel  Laabs 
Other  Poods  - Buried  at  Tip. 
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Animals  killed  in  Horncastle  in  1951  for  comparison  with  1961  and 
the  results  of  Meat  inspection,  a.  decade  apart. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEAERAGE 
Closets 

Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  in  district  None 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  district  16 

Number  of  houses  with  water  closets  in  district  1,285 

Number  of  water  closets  substituted  for  pail  closets 
and  privy  vaults  18 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks  None 

WATER  SURETIES 
Domestic 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  mains  - in  house  1,103 

- in  standpipe 
/ outside  tap  198 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  private  sources  - in  house  None 

- not  in  house  None 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  examination  None 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
from  Public  Supplies 

Class  I 44- 

Class  II  None 

Class  III  None 

Class  IV  None 
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Swim-iing  Pools 

Number  in  operation  - swimming  pools 

- paddling  pools 

Number  fitted  wdth  continuous  filtration  end 
chlorination 

Number  of  samples  of  swimming  pool  water  taken 
for  bacteriological  examination 
Chlorine  comparator  tests  taken  dailey. 

GENERAL 

Offensive  Trades 
Number  of  premises  in  district 
Number  of  inspections 
Contraventions  remedied 


1 

1 

Continuous 
chlorination  only 

0 


1 

12 

3 


Knackers  Yards 
Number  licensed 
Number  of  inspections 
Contraventions  remedied 


1 

12 

0 


Shops  Act , 1950 

Number  of  shops  inspected 

Contraventions  remedied 


28 

1 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Rooms  or  premises  disinfected 

Number  of  premises  subject  to  disinfestation 

Refuse  Collection  :nd  Disposed 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected 
Frequency  of  collection 
Method  of  disposal 
Is  this  satisfactory? 


0 

0 


Number  of  tips 

Is  collection  by  Loca.1  Authority  or 
contr.net 


1,358 
Weekly 
Controlled  Tipping 
Improving  as  pit  dries 
out* 

One 


Loca.1  Authority 


Nuisances 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  year  : 

(1)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by 
Public  Health  Inspector 

(2)  Reported  to  Council  - Statutory  notice  issued 

" " not  issued 


31 

1 

3 


Details  of  nuisances  abated 
Refuse 

Foul  ditches,  ponds  and 
stagnant  water 
Drainage 

Poultry  and  Animals 
Dangerous  premises 
Miscellaneous  Nuisances 


After  informal 
Intimation 

14 


15 

3 


After  Statutory 
Notice 
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Number  of  Rodent  Opera. tives  employed 
Number  of  premises  treated: 


one  part  time 


(a)  dv/e  1 linghouse s 

(b)  oti 


other  premises 
Are  there  any  serious  reservoirs  of  rats 
in  district? 

Does  service  cover  (a)  domestic  and  business  premises 

only 

or  (b ) domestic,  business  and 
agricultural  premises 


595 

196 

No. 

No. 

Yes. 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

Number  of  visits  None 

Number  of  nuisances  found  None 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  None 

Details  of  (including  area)  any  smokeless  zone 
declared  by  Council  and  whether  or  not  approved 
by  Minister  None 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  to  1959 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections  1 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4>  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

4 

7 

I 

; 

- 

(i.)  Fa.ctories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

38 

47 

- 

- 

(in.)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
( excluding  out  -workers ' 
premises) 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

42 

54 

- 

| 
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Particulars 

No. 

of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

! No.  of  cases 
in  which 

j 

i 

Found)  Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Insp  • | Insp  • 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

2 ; 

2 

i 

i 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ine.de  quate 
ventilation 

-* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective 

drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

•* 

- 

defective 
(c)  Not  separate 

1 

1 

— 

1 

for  sexes 

— 

— 

"" 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

u 

1 

1 

- 
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